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With the patrician aloofness of a
snow-clad, rarely approached
Everest, Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad lived his days,
overlooking with classic
liberalism a lax society in the
throes of establishing a national
discipline. He neither asked for
nor conceded sentiment, the
generosity of his vast
understanding being nothing
more than a natural aspect of
benign wisdom. He shunned
popularity because of his
intense aversion for vulgarity;
but the turning away of his face
from the lusting looks of the
hero-worshippers had in it no
taint of priggishness. All that he
would vouchsafe in explanation
for absence from occasions of
democratic flattery that
appealed so much to others was
that they were not necessary.
But retreating from praise and
plaudits, he did not seek in
seclusion to construct a self-
righteous philosophy of
withdrawal. On the other hand,
he sought to perfect a modern
eclecticism proper to an age of
revolution and mount it on a
plinth of humanism.

His mind, as exquisitely
featured as his physical body, he

preferences with aristocratic
fastidiousness. "Noblesse
oblige" was no affectation in
his case but the rendering of a
duty to those who were not
gifted with his own fine
precision of reason. He was
legendary even while he lived,
and there is no doubt that as the
years take their place in the
storechouse of our nation's
history, his grave and kindly
figure will loom with heroic
persistence in the people's
consciousness. But the details
of his proud courage, peerless
integrity and steadfast
devotion to the path he chose
will be blurred. This should be
prevented; and his work and
life be enshrined in a faithful
effort of portrayal by those
who knew him intimately in
the awe-inspiring grandeur of
his seclusion.

He was uniquely great in an
epoch full of great Indians, and
the elements of his uniqueness
if properly explained may
temper our national character
with its pronounced tendency
for laxness and intellectual
indiscipline.

A pon sketch of Azed which appesred in Shantars Weokly o manth after his demise; 3 Maich 1958

picked and chose his The Man Ofthe Week
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(A note from Azad to Sardar
Swaran Singh informing that a
piece of land of 2 acres was
required for the construction of a
building for Indian Council of
Cultural Relations (ICCR), which
was established in 1950.)
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